Prayer Requests
Church
% New souls to be added to the kingdom of God.
% Gifts of Holy Spirit to be operational in the church
through people.
% Young Kids to take water Baptism & to be baptized
with Holy Spirit.
% God’s Wisdom & continuous Holy Spirit Guidance
for People who are serving / ministering in the
church in various ways.

Personal Request
< Sis.Bindu (Kerala, Bro. Jose Varghese Sisters’
daughter) - Hospitalized
<> Bro.Sabu (Kerala) - A Hindu brother suffering
from cancer. Doctors have left him.

“» Bro.Jijo For healing from his liver disease and for
his Bible College admission.
w» Bro.Babu Ninan, Canada - Suffering from cancer.
R Br.Finney’s Aunt who is sick in New York.
> For people who are jobless or who are looking for
permanent job.
Missions

+«+ Pray for India.

% ICPF Camp to be held at Oklahoma from 18-21
March 2010.

¢ Pray for Br.Simjan as he ministers in a Pastor’s
conference in Ooty, India during the weekend of 6th
March 2010.

Minnesota Pentecostal Assembly
E-mail:-mnpassembly@gmail.com
www.mnpassembly.org
Weekly messages & bulletin are uploaded on www.mnpassembly.org

"Making disciples who will make disciples”
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We proclaim him, admonishing and
i teaching everyone with all wisdom, so
. that we may present everyone perfect in
: Christ.

, Colossians 1:28
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Forgive- Any upper limit? To what extend?

A group of Christian missionaries met in Delhi, India, with
representatives of other religions to discuss their beliefs. In the course of
their talks a member of a major non-Christian religion said to a
missionary, "Tell me one thing your religion can offer the Indians that
mine can't." The missionary thought for a moment and replied,
"Forgiveness! Forgiveness!"

Forgiveness is an important teaching of the Bible. Jesus in his teaching
stressed the need of forgiveness very much. During the sermon on mount,
Jesus taught about forgiveness. At one point of time Peter came to Jesus
and asked an important question. Peter wanted to have a numerical
number as to how many times he should forgive someone. Peter also had
a suggestion for Jesus. Is it seven times? You can find this in Matthew
18:21-35. I guess that since Jesus stressed on forgiveness many times
during his teaching and since forgiving someone is not an easy thing,
Peter wanted to know the upper limit. How many times? Till what extend
should I tolerate. Till what point should I wait before I give up? Rabbis
taught that people should forgive those who offend them three times.
Peter was trying to be more generous and suggested the perfect number
seven.

Jesus gave an interesting answer and continued with the parable of
unforgiving debtor. Jesus said seventy times seven. It means four
hundred and ninety (490) times. It's not easy to count or keep tract of 490
times. Jesus was meaning that we shouldn’t even keep track of how many
times we forgive. To say that I forgive is easy but to forget, it's very
difficult. That's why we keep history and remember exactly the number of
times someone has offended us. One story which I read recently was
interesting and it clearly exposes our problem.

Eunice, a former missionary to Liberia, told a story about forgiveness. An
African man worked for her, and one day she caught him stealing clothes
from her house. "Please forgive me," he pleaded. “I did wrong. I promise
not to do it again." She forgave him and allowed him to continue working
for her. But less than a month passed before she caught him stealing
again, "Look at you!" she said. "You've stolen again!" The bright fellow

stared at her and yelled back, "What kind of a Christian are you?" Eunice,
dumbfounded, had no idea how to respond. "If you forgave me, you do
not remember it." the man said. "If you did not remember it, such a thing
did not happen."

How true it is. I have seen people bring all the old historical events and
problems when they discuss some issues. They have already asked
forgiveness and said that they have forgiven. But our human nature tends
to keep old things and its shows lack of genuine forgiveness from our
side. Now in the parable, this man couldn’t forgive his servant who owed
him much less compared to what he had to pay to the king. In the end the
angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his
entire debt. Jesus concludes the subject by saying that “That’s what my
heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers
and sisters from your heart.”(Matthew 18:35) It's a strong warning for us.
It's very important that we forgive people from our heart. It's also
important that we forget what we have forgiven. It’s difficult. At least
make a conscious effort not to speak about or argue about the matters you
have already forgiven. Don’t dwell on the issues you have already
forgiven. Just imagine if God brings back all our sins and put it in front of
us every time we ask him forgiveness. We were sinners and we are saved
by the grace of God and when we asked forgiveness he accepted us and
forgave all our sins. Remember that our king has cancelled all the big
debts when we asked him. Can’t we forgive the small things which other
people may do against us? Let’s be genuine disciples and develop the
habit of forgiving and forgetting.

Augustine once said - "if you are suffering from a bad man's injustice,
forgive him lest there be two bad men.”

Yours in Christ,
Tinku Thompson
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